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God, not only with a willing heart but also a grateful heart. It is because a child is a precious treasure
from God.

Observing their child’s intellectual and physical development and trying to understand him, the
parents relive again their own childhood. We see how mothers know how to play with children and how
fathers talk to them so gently and carry them delicately in his arms. Some sort of miraculously
rejuvenating force beams from the soul of a child and prevents his parents from aging prematurely and
from being locked into their personal egoism. Joy and a youthful spirit also returns to the hearts of
Grandpa and Grandma who delight in the joy and childhood of their grandchild.

Here, | would like to warn you that a child is not just a plaything. Children are not born just to
satisfy the emotions of the parents, grandparents and other family members. A child places
responsibilities not only on his parents, but also on the school, church and entire society. A child must
have responsible care. This involves a lot of dedication, care and expense. We have a Polish proverb that
clearly proclaims a truth — “To become a father and mother is easy, but to be a father and mother is
difficult, very difficult!”

Did you ever give any thought to this strange, almost secret fact, that despite the fact that a
person is the most perfect being on earth, as a child it is the most helpless and needs the most
assistance? A baby chick scarcely comes out of the egg and it is able to scamper about looking for food.
A baby calf that is just born is able to run and jump immediately. And a human baby? A human baby
demands parental care, not only for days or months, but for many long years. A parent must be
concerned of the child’s physical health so that his body would grow and develop. Parents must also be
concerned about the development of his intellect and character so that this child develops into an
exemplary citizen of his earthly and heavenly country.

A child has a right to family happiness and should be happy. Parents must see to it that in their
own family a child would have appropriate playmates. Children who have no brothers or sisters are
frequently very unhappy. It is possible that such children can often be “child geniuses” but they won’t
amount to much, nor will they be a source of comfort or joy for themselves or for others. Growing up in
an environment of adults and with only adult companionship, they quickly lose their own personal,
childlike qualities of character and mature too soon in an affected and unnatural way. This becomes a
great disadvantage in later years.

A mother’s heart is a fountain of inexhaustible love. There is enough of this treasure for more
than one or two children. Sometimes the excess of a mother’s love that hasn’t been sufficiently divided
causes problems and unhappiness to a small group of children for a mother doesn’t discipline them and
spoils them.

At this point, allow me to answer certain modern objections made both, by behavior experts
and by our modern fathers and mothers. Here, a few years ago, a certain judge was advocating “trial
marriages.” For the moment, | am skipping the discussions held on this topic. | will return to it in another
talk.
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Today, there are more and more childless families or families with only one or two children.
Those families that have more than four children are either the object of wonder or they are the object
of a forgiving smirk. People care very little about the natural law and even less do they care about the
laws of the Creator. They make themselves the lords of life and death. Yes, | repeat this slowly and
distinctly — “People consider themselves to be the lords of life and death, because they want to
artificially regulate how many people there should be on earth and in their family. Despite the fact that
the voice of conscience tells them that this opposes the laws of God and the Church, people live their
married life in a wide, loose and unhealthy way and in this manner families are not bringing about
rebirth of nations, but they are causing a degeneration. What is a natural law and God’s law is truth and
holiness which man cannot change nor can he allegedly correct. The exoneration of a married couple is
nothing other than a prevarication. They insist, “We can’t have children because a child would threaten
the health and life of the mother.”

Undoubtedly, a good husband will always take into account in his married life the health and life
of his wife. However, one must remember the fact that sometimes doctors also make mistakes and
sometimes they give advice too soon and frighten a patient more than it is necessary. Furthermore, one
must remember that during these past years medicine and surgery have made enormous progress in the
sphere of gynecology and obstetrics. True, the duties of a mother are difficult and may sometimes be
life-threatening, but, when a woman marries, she freely takes upon herself these obligations. The duties
of a miner, a railway man and a soldier are at times life-threatening but people undertake these duties,
not only from higher motives, but out of a sense of duty..

In his Encyclical on Christian Marriage, the Holy Father writes with great sympathy and
indulgence: “Who isn’t filled with the greatest admiration at the sight of a mother who with heroic
dedication is ready to go to almost certain death in order to protect the life of a child resting beneath
her heart? Her suffering, borne in the complete fulfillment of her natural duty, is something that only
God in His infinite mercy will be able to repay.”

As for the other prevarications and excuses given by married couples, | will address them two
weeks from today. To end this talk, | repeat: “No human being is permitted to change God'’s law and the
natural law. He who does not conform to these laws, exposes himself to a whole series of physical and
spiritual sufferings.”
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January 27, 1946
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Among the many letters | receive, | found this one: “I served in the army for three years and |
spent two of those years over- seas. Three months ago, | completed my service and was discharged. |
cannot even describe the feelings of joy that | had as | was traveling home. A sad surprise awaited me at
home — a very sad surprise! During my absence, my wife became pregnant and besides, she filed for a
divorce from me accusing me of treating her cruelly during the time we had been together. She received
that divorce just about the time | had to go over-seas. During all those months we were writing to each
other and | was regularly sending her money. She contracted a civil marriage with a man with whom she
worked in a rearmament factory. He used to drive her to work and then back home. He also
accompanied her to dances and taverns. | forgot to mention that maybe |, too, am rather guilty, because
despite the fact that we married six years ago, we never had children. We had both agreed that we
would not start a family until we had saved up enough money.

After our wedding, my wife and | both worked regularly. We put all of our savings into the bank
under my wife’s name. My wife took all of that money out of the bank for herself. Presently, | am
stripped of everything. | have lost everything! | am now living with my mother. | honestly don’t know
what to do. The Lord God brought me successfully through so much. Now this had ended with my losing
my home and happiness. | walk around all mixed up and totally dejected. | often think that it would have
been better had | perished in some foreign country instead of having all of this that has now befallen
me.

| beg you now, in one of your programs, please talk about something that would not only help
me, but others who are also in such straits, for there are more and more such. Unhappy marriages,
unfaithfulness and divorces lead to murders and suicides.”

This is how that soldier ends his sorrowful letter and | begin today’s talk, entitled _
ITAKEYOU...

The essence and substance of Christian Marriage is contained in the solemn promise: | take you
as my wife/husband and vow to you my love, faith and marital honesty. At the same time, | also vow
that | will be with you until death do us part. So help me God Almighty in the Blessed Trinity and all the
Saints!”

| will explain to you very clearly, in simple and easily understood words, the meaning of these
marriage vows. However, before | do that, | want to discuss the absolute need of preparation for
marriage.

Everyone knows that from an uncultivated field, or from a field that has been poorly tilled, one
cannot expect a good, bountiful harvest because either the weeds will choke the seeds or bugs will
attack the delicate roots and the vegetables will die. It is absolutely necessary to provide depth and do it
correctly. This very same thing is needed in the matter of marriage. No marriage will be successful nor
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will it produce the fruits of peace, happiness and satisfaction if the young couple are not at all prepared,
or are very poorly prepared for this state of life. He who hurriedly and recklessly, without reflection
enters marriage which should last an entire lifetime, is opening the door to purgatory for himself. With
good reason, Pope Pius XI stressed that the foundation of a happy or unhappy marriage is already laid in
childhood and in the days of youth. Who, in the days of his youth was only chasing after entertainment
and comforts, who, as they say, was carousing, running wild and playing pranks, who never could and
never wanted to deny himself anything such a person in marriage will not know how to control himself
and he will not only indulge himself, but he will completely let go of the reins. His behavior causes
suspicion, anger, jealousy, arguments and unfaithfulness in this married life. Such a person creates hell
in his house for himself and for his wife.

If a person was haughty and disobedient to his parents and caused them many problems and
worries, such a person, after a sugar-coated engagement, after a few honey-coated weeks, will show
not only his teeth but also his horns, because marriage is not a reform school in which, within a blink of
an eye, a prodigal son becomes an exemplary husband.

The same can be said about him who was vulgar, coarse, rude and a churlish fellow to his
brothers and sisters. Such a person is not manageable material to make a noble and loving husband. He
who wants to create a happy married life must first work on reforming himself. Secondly, and this must
be done very early in the relationship, look very carefully at your future partner concerning how she will
fit as a companion in common life. Our forefathers had a saying — “Death and a wife are assigned by
God.”

Consequently, a young man should beg God to direct not only his heart but also his intellect in a
successful choice of a wife, for this concerns no small or secondary matter, but it is a choice which
affects his future happiness as well as the salvation of his soul. That is worthy of deep reflection and
long and serious consideration. Again we hear the fatherly reminder of the Pope — “Make your choice
prudently and in a Christian way, not under the influence of bling and unbridled passion, nor out of a
desire to gain something, nor for some other less noble reason, but only out of a true and worthy love
and from a sincere attachment to your future spouse.”

One makes a terrible mistake when he allows himself to be drawn into marriage by a pretty
face, beautiful teeth or because of correct sweet talk. External beauty does not always last and soon
becomes tiring. It has happened that one who was dearer than an angel during the engagement period
and was sweeter than sugar and more loving than an angel, shortly after the wedding becomes bitter as
wormwood and shows long, sharp claws.

Here also, | make mention of the need for this projected couple to be in good health because a
sickly man and an unhealthy woman have a poor chance of achieving marital happiness. Concerning the
above sad facts, there is much | can tell a wife, especially those wives who were only concerned about
the color of his hair or his cleverness and gracefulness as a dancer.

Someone writes that _ “It doesn’t hurt to have some money in marriage. There where poverty
and misery weds, where there is nothing to put into the pot, where the stomach growls its own melody,
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there the bliss of marriage quickly fades!” It is certainly not wrong for those couples who are planning to
marry, to search for a corner for themselves before time, even if it includes only a kitchenand a
bedroom.

It often happens that our bachelors seek marriage with a girl because of the dowry she will
receive when she marries. A wife who is poor but hard-working, good, honest and a good manager
means more and brings much more happiness to the family than a wagon load of money that comes
with a wife who is lazy, extravagant and self-conceited.

We often use the phrase — “a well matched pair” —and perhaps we use that phrase too often
and incorrectly. The true meaning of “a well matched pair” refers to the fact that this couple are from a
more or less equal status and of equal origin. Thus, it is easier for them to understand each other and
thus easier for them to live together. This also applies to their families.

Don’t talk to me about a wedding between May and December; or a wedding between a
wealthy man and a servant girl; or between a professor and a parlor maid because you will look in vain
for happiness in such married lives. Some differences can be evened out in certain circumstances
through additional schooling, diligence and honesty, but not always. Real life experiences verify this. Let
all young couples learn from the experiences of others. It does not suffice to shrug one’s shoulders and
tell oneself — “We will make a go of it!” There were others who said the same thing and after the test
they were forced to admit — “It can’t be done” and it all collapsed.

In choosing a marriage partner, probably the most important thing to study is the character of
that person. Feelings change but character stays and it is on this that marital happiness can be built.
What is that character? It is a fixed manner of deliberate behavior always guided by certain principles.
We are speaking of a person who is upright, kind hearted, honorable, dependable and conscientious.

We also mention that there are characters who are changeable, harsh, vulgar, violent, vengeful,
wicked and base. How can one recognize character because lovers only see the other’s best side —
always loving, polite, sweetly smiling and sweetly speaking. He is “a perfect gentleman.” She is “a
perfect lady.” Let them throw the scales from their eyes and take a good look at their daily behavior and
see whether the girl is a good daughter and sister — whether she is hard working and thrifty, modest and
pious — whether the young man is a joy to his parents, does not run away from work, avoids gambling
and drinking and fulfills his religious obligations. Then, both he and she are people of character and one
can hope that from such a daughter and such a son there will be a good wife and a good husband. Love
which rests on good character and on mutual respect, will not only not fade and not weaken. Actually,
such love will always deepen and become more lasting.

On the contrary, the love, or rather the temporary fascination of love caused by another’s
external charms and appearances usually quickly is burned out leaving behind emptiness, dissatisfaction
and arguments.

Young people can save themselves from a lot of tears and complaining if they would seek the
advice of their parents before they consider marriage. Despite the fact that their parents may not
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possess diplomas of higher education, they are experienced in life, they can read people and normally,
the father and mother care about the future and the happiness of their children. Here, | stress the fact
that the gentleman should often spend time with the girl’s parents and she with his parents. Let parents
get to know and evaluate their future sons and daughters-in-law. Very often they parents have no idea
with whom their dear daughter is keeping company — whether he’s yellow or black; nor do they know
with whom their dear son is now keeping company. Has he chosen an Indian or a scarecrow for the
crows? It is not a sign of a healthy relationship if the boyfriend avoids the parents of his girlfriend, or if
the girl does not want to become acquainted with the parents of her boyfriend. | repeat, once more,
that young people should consult their parents in matters concerning their marriage. However, parents
do not have the right of choosing a husband for their daughter or a wife for their son. Such impositions
are unjust and abominable. It can be compared to the selling of slaves. In such forced marriages, there is
a lot of aversion and hatred. In such cases it is impossible to build a happy common life. Sooner or later
some catastrophe will occur and the marriage falls apart. This is the fault of parents who give their child
sensible advice but sternly forced them into that situation.

When a young couple prudently and honestly prepared themselves for the married state, then,
according to the Holy Father, “Their home, even despite difficult poverty amid this valley of tears,
becomes for the children a sort of reflection of the delights of that Paradise in which the Creator placed
the first parents of the human race.”

A few years ago, | was at a certain meeting. This concerned a community matter that was useful,
but which, unfortunately never came to completion. There were both clergy and lay people at this
meeting. There were also a lot of women. After the meeting, refreshments were served. One of the so-
called pillars of our community came over to me and started a conversation. | knew this man a little too
well. He was a radical concerning community affairs and an unbeliever in religious matters. He was an
old bachelor who was really wealthy in his pockets, but very poor in brain matter. Unfortunately, he
jumped upon the topic of marriage.

Keeping his hands in his pockets, he spoke in an icy tone of voice: “I don’t even think about
marriage. | don’t need a wife. | eat my meals in a restaurant and | sleep in a hotel, and I’'m doing fine.
Furthermore, | have money.” | didn’t want to hear any more. | walked away. A few years later he was
taken to a hospital for the mentally sick. It was there that he died.

Why am | bringing up this example? Because this man believed that the purpose of marriage
was to get a wife to manage a household. Unfortunately, there are several others that are similar. Some
get married because they grew weary of a bachelor’s life. Others marry because their parents want
them to marry and talk them into it, often using even low and vile means. But these are all purely
human and material reasons.

What is the purpose and what are the values of marriage according to the teachings of the
Church, which in reality are the teachings of Christ? There are three values of marriage: progeny, the
faithfulness of marriage and the indissolubility of marriage.
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The first and main purpose of marriage is to have children. That is why there are two opposite
sexes on this earth. We can say that parents are instruments in the Hands of God and co-creators with
Him in the work of creation. | say this with reverence and deep respect. That is why God told our first
parents as He says today to all parents: “Increase and multiply and fill the earth!”

Unfortunately, many people of our times do not accept and refuse to recognize this main
purpose of marriage. Many fear children like they fear fire. Many avoid a child as they avoid misfortune
and a contagious disease. Many consider a child a great burden and an impediment. There is room for a
dog and a cat; there is room for a canary, a parrot and even a little monkey, but there is no room for a
child. A cradle is a sign of old fashion and ignorance.

There were times when our good mothers had children, lots of children and no one was
surprised nor did anyone talk about it; God gave the children, period. Today, to have one child is
considered heroic. To have two children is martyrdom; to have three children is already certain death.
The Holy Father insists that a child is a true benefit from God and a blessing on that marriage. In the Old
Testament, the absence of children in a marriage was considered a sign of God’s anger. Today it is
considered a blessing; as a sign of recognition of them as parents.

Where there are no children, the home is empty, hollow and sad. Some people say, “Good, then
let there be children, but only one, or the most, two.” Let God punish you and take one child, and this
often happens, then what will you do? Despair seizes you by the throat and the pain calls forth a flood of
tears over the coffin of an only child.

Furthermore, it is a known fact that an only child is unhealthy in this world and often is not brought up
well, for this child is either spoiled by the father or pampered by the mother. Thus, this only child grows
up as a worry to the father and as an object of shame for the mother. Just the opposite happens in a
large family. Despite difficulties, the children somehow grow up to be courageous people, willing to
work for God and His people. These kinds of people become the boast of their parents and the
benefactors of their neighbors.

Finally, let us look at a child, not with the eyes of today’s debased world that is thoroughly
materialized and paganized but, with the eyes of the Creator. A child has an immortal soul and is a small
human being. A human being is the highest, most perfect of all earthly creations for he has within
himself a piece of everything God created. He has within himself something of the earth, something of
the plants, something of the animal and above all of that, he has a piece of the Spirit of God. Thus, when
a human being kneels to pray, it is as though the earth, the plants and the animals kneel with him to
praise God and give Him glory!

Let us not forget that man is a citizen of heaven. How great it is to be the creative instrument in
bringing a child into this great and beautiful world. But, it is a matter of even greater worth to open the
gates of heaven to a child and help lead that child to everlasting happiness and glory, for God solemnly
and sincerely reminds every father and mother: “Take this child and raise him for Me and | will reward
you.” Thereupon, despite difficulties, worries and burdens, parents accept this child from the Hands of




